The Somali Regional State is a major pastoral habitat in Ethiopia. It has a total land area of about 327,000 km 2 of which, about 90% is classified as rangeland. Like other arid and semi-arid rangeland ecosystems in the country, the rangelands in the region have long been exposed to extensive livestock grazing pressures. For instance, the pastoralists in the Harshin District in the region have been using enclosures in response to declining rangeland resources. Various studies were conducted to assess the direction of vegetation change in the context of rangeland enclosures to estimate dry matter yields and to indirectly measure the species composition.

